[Oro-dental injuries during intubation anesthesia].
Injuries to the oro-dental tissue are still one of the most frequent mishaps during endotracheal intubation and general anaesthesia. However, damage to the soft and hard tissues in most cases involves oral structures already showing advanced pathogenic alterations. Injuries to the teeth are therefore rather more often due to the disease of the teeth than to mistakes during anaesthesia. The risk of injuries to the teeth can be ascertained by means of a presurgical inspection of the oral cavity and evaluation of the individual anatomical conditions in the head and neck region, which may well interfere with the endotracheal intubation. In contrast to anaesthetic pitfalls causing severe disturbance of general health, dental trauma can be treated with quite satisfying functional and aesthetic results. However, in order to maintain conditions for the complete restitution of injured teeth immediate dental therapy is recommended. In preterm infants which need mechanical ventilation during the postnatal period direct laryngoscopy as well as mechanical alterations caused by an oral tube can cause injuries to the tooth germs of the first and second dentition and deformation of the maxillary skeleton. In consequence the patient will need intensive therapy of the resulting disturbances for several years. This review gives information about the causes and types of injuries to the oral and maxillofacial region during general anaesthesia. In addition, the anatomical conditions and pathological changes associated with an increased risk for oro-dental injuries and the facilities for prevention are discussed. Finally, the main aspects of emergency treatment of injuries to the dental hard tissues are presented.